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(54) JOINING METHOD OF SEPARATED PIECES FOR STORAGE TANK 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED; To provide a joining method ^ 5 

of separated pieces for a storage tank by which two 
curved separated pieces for a storage tank butted each 
other are joined highly efficiently by a friction stirring 
joining at the butted part. 

SOLUTION: Supporting face 51 is formed in a curved 
face corresponding to the curved forms of both of 
separated pieces 1 1 and 11, and a supporting member 50 
is used to support both separated pieces 1 1 and 1 1 so 
as to be slid on the supporting face 51 at least in a 
direction along a butted part B1. Both separated pieces 
11 and 11 are mounted on the supporting face 51 of the 
supporting member 50. The working head of joining tools 
80 and 90 for the friction stirring joining located at a 
specified position in the supporting face 51 is inserted 
into the butted part B1 of the separated pieces 11 and 
11. Both separated pieces 11 and 11 are joined by 
moving both separated pieces 11 and 1 1 in the 
supporting face 51 in a manner that the butted part B1 
successively passes through the working head. 
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